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Dear Families,  

We WELCOME  your family to the St. 
Joseph School District! The early childhood 
teachers and staff are excited to get to 
know your family and to help your 
preschooler learn and grow. We hope that 
we can answer some of your questions with this handbook, but 
please know that this is just the beginning of communication 
between home and school.  Your child’s education will benefit 
as we learn to exchange ideas with one another. 

If you have questions or concerns at any time during the school 
year, please reach out to me. I do travel around the district, 
and so I appreciate your patience as we touch base.  

Thank you, 

Mary Fleming 
Coordinator of Early Childhood Services 
St. Joseph School District 

815-471-4009 
mary.fleming@sjsd.k12.mo.us 

The SJSD Early Childhood Program follows policies included in 
the SJSD K-12 Handbook. Please go to this link for more 
information:


https://www.sjsd.k12.mo.us/cms/lib/MO01001773/Centricity/
Domain/569/1920Handbook.pdf 

Receipt of these handbooks is acknowledgement of the 
recipient’s responsibility to know and abide by the policies and 
procedures listed within the handbooks.  

mailto:mary.fleming@sjsd.k12.mo.us
https://www.sjsd.k12.mo.us/cms/lib/MO01001773/Centricity/Domain/569/1920Handbook.pdf
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The St. Joseph School District 

Vision 

St. Joseph School District: 
A Great Place to Learn 

Mission 

Educating Each Child For Success 

Values 

• Commitment to Excellence  
• Integrity of Actions  

• Culture of Collaboration 



SJSD Early 
Childhood 
Education


Commitments


The SJSD early childhood program is committed to 
providing experiences in an increasingly inclusive 
environment. 

The SJSD early childhood program recognizes that 
learning in the preschool years is unique and 
developmental. The staff begins by working to 
understand individual preschooler’s development, 
strengths, needs, and interests.  

SJSD early childhood educators are committed to 
providing learning experiences that al low 
preschoolers to learn actively, thoughtfully, and 
socially in an environment that is safe and allows for 
mistakes. 

SJSD early childhood educators honor parents as 
‘first teachers’ and are 
committed to working 
with parents to help the 
children in our care 
learn and grow. 



Preschool Programs


Peer programming:   
Our district determines children eligible for peer 
placement programming  by identifying preschool 
children most at risk of failing to meet the state’s 
academic achievement standards based on multiple 
criteria. Children must participate in a district screening 
and be 4 years old before August 1 to qualify as a peer.  
Peers may be placed in a Title-funded classroom or an 
‘integrated’ classroom. 

Special Education programming: Young students who 
have identified developmental delays may be eligible to 
attend classes that provide early childhood special 
education. These  children, ages 3 through pre-
kindergarten, demonstrate a need for Individualized 
Educational Programs. We offer a variety of classrooms 
with ECSE staff, and children are place in classrooms 
based on their strengths, needs, and goals. 




A birth certificate or other approved legal document, 
giving proof of the child’s birthdate, must be presented at 
registration. Registration materials must be complete 
before a child enters SJSD preschool. 

Children must be immunized according to state 
regulations before the first day of school or attendance 
will not be permitted. 

We also require proof of residency in the St. Joseph School 
District attendance area in order to register your child for 
one of our preschool programs. 



2020-2021 Preschool Sites

The Keatley Center


 
The Keatley Center is located at 1202 
South 28th Street.  There will be one 
T it le-funded classroom and four 
‘integrated’ classrooms at Keatley. 
Both of these classrooms include some 
children who are served by IEPs and 
some who do not have IEPs. 

Oak Grove Elementary School

 

 Oak Grove Elementary School, 
4901 Cook Road, is home to 10 
preschool classrooms. Oak Grove 
offers Title-funded , integrated, and 
early childhood special education 
learning environments. 

Preschool is in session 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday.


Morning Sessions:

*8:45-11:45


Afternoon Sessions:

*12:45-3:45


Session Times may 
change slightly for the 
2020-2021 School 
Year. Any changes will 
be communicated by 
8/1/2020.



� 


Showing up in Preschool Matters!

Early education is so important to long term school 
success! At SJSD preschool, your child will build skills in 
literacy & math. She will learn to solve problems and 
make friends. He will become stronger and gain control in 
motor tasks. But your preschooler will only gain these 
benefits if he attends regularly.  

Some absences are unavoidable.—Children who are 
showing signs of infection SHOULD  stay home from 
school. If you are having difficulty getting your child to 
school because of something besides sickness, please 
reach out to us. If we see that your child is frequently 
absent, we will reach out to you to find out if we can help.  

Some absences ARE avoidable. Remember, our 
preschool weeks have 4 days, because the children do 
n o t h a v e s c h o o l o n 
Wednesdays. Wednesdays are 
s u p e r d a y s f o r m a k i n g 
appointments! If your child is in 
the morning class, please try to 
make appointments in the 
afternoon (and vice versa☺ ).  



Please try to schedule appointments and vacations 
around these important dates, 2020-2021: 

• August 27: First day of Preschool 
• Monday, September 7: No School, extended 

weekend 
• Friday, October 30: No School, extended weekend 
• November 25-27: Thanksgiving Break 
• December 21-January 4: Christmas Break 
• Monday, January 18: No School, extended 

weekend 
• Monday, February 15: No School, extended 

weekend 
• March 19-26: Spring Break 
• Friday, April 2, No School, extended weekend 
• May 27, 2021: Last Day of Preschool 

!  

Arrival and Dismissal:

The St. Joseph School District is offering transportation to all 
preschoolers 2020-2021. To facilitate this process, the children 
will be placed in classrooms according to their address.  

If you transport your child, we require that you follow building 
arrival and dismissal plans. 



Keatley 
 
 

 

Oak Grove


� 

These guides will be available at Meet Your Teacher. By 
accepting a placement in preschool, you are signifying 
acceptance of our arrival/drop-off policy. 

Penn Street. Bus Drop-Off and 

Bus Entrance

The Keatley 
Center

28th Street 
Entrance to Keatley on 
28th is wheelchair access 
only.

Staff and Visitor 
Parking Lot. If you 
are  walking into the 
building, you must 
park here and cross 
28th Street.

Car Drop-Off and Pick-
Up. 

Greater Jesus 
Tabernacle 
Church. Please be 
respectful of our 

Mitchell Avenue. Cars line vehicles will pass onto Mitchell 
after Drop-Off



SJSD Early Childhood Program


� 

Project Construct is an approach to teaching three to 
seven year-old children that is based on ‘constructivist’ 
learning practices. Constructivism states that children are 
active learners who grow abilities as a result of 
interactions in the world. The Project Construct framework 
is linked to state and national early childhood learning 
standards and the Desired Results Developmental Profile, 
an assessment instrument for early childhood classrooms 
highly recommended by the Missouri Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education.  

The pr imary aim of Project 
Construct is to help teachers foster 
the development of each child as 
an independent learner who 
makes good choices and is a 
good friend. Project Construct 
classrooms give children the 
opportunity to make choices, 
collaborate, and exchange ideas 
and feelings. The children learn to 
regulate their own behavior, solve 
problems, and think. They are on 
the road to being lifelong learners!  



The four guiding principles to the Project 
Construct framework are: 
*Children want to make sense of their world. 
*Children actively construct knowledge and 
values by interacting with materials and 
other people. 
*Children’s thinking will contain predictable 
errors. 
*Children’s development is an interactive 
and interrelated process and spans the 
Socio-moral, Cognitive, Representational, 
and Physical Development domains. 

In the socio-moral domain, children begin to understand 
themselves, their friends, and social values. This domain includes 
the preschooler’s attitudes toward learning. This domain is the 
foundation for all other learning.  
In the cognitive (thinking) domain, children aim to make sense of 
their experiences, organize information, and make judgements. 
During periods of cognitive growth, children construct newer, 
more elaborate understandings of the world around them.  
The representational domain refers to the child’s ability to 
understand and communicate ideas. The child communicates 
through talking, writing, the arts, block 
construction, music, movement, and 
pretend play. The ability to communicate 
ideas is instrumental in allowing the child 
to build relationships, reflect, think 
critically, and make decisions.  
The physical domain refers to the child’s 
ability to use his/her body to carry out 
desired activities with increasing skill, 
purpose, and control. Physical skills 
acquired in the early childhood years 
allow for preschoolers to engage in 
social and physical situations and to 
develop healthy living practices.  



Sample Daily 
Schedule from a 
Project Construct 

Classroom:


8:45 Opening/Group Meeting (discussions, planning the day, 
movement & music, shared reading & writing, working with 
data--e.g. counting kids). 

9:00 Learning Centers/Choice time (creating, building, 
experimenting & investigations, cooking, puzzles & games, 
pretend play, independent reading & writing). 

10:15 Snack Time (self-care, conversation, counting, learning about 
nutrition).  

10:35 Read-Aloud (movement, music, story, conversation, literacy) 
11:00 Outside/Gross Motor (group games, environmental math, 

exploration & experimentation, movement, socialization) 
11:25 Closing/Group Meeting (discussions, reflections on the day, 

distributing things (e.g. newsletter), music & movement). 
 

From: Project Construct: The early childhood framework for curriculum 
and assessment. (2013). Columbia, MO: Project Construct National 
Center. 

 



The SJSD ear l y childhood program 
follows the Conscious Discipline approach in order to 
integrate social emotional learning, discipline, and the 
growth of self-regulation in children.  
Self-regulation is so very important for learning. Conscious 
Discipline training is helping SJSD teachers work with 
children to develop self-regulation skills.  
Our teachers use CD’s five-step process and ‘Feelings 
Buddies’ in the classroom to help children reach self-
regulation.  
 
Here are the five steps: 

I Am: the child recognizes that he is 
triggered and finds a safe space. 
For young children, sometimes the 
‘safe space’ is actually the teacher. 
I Calm: the child begins to calm 
herself and identifies the feeling she 
is experiencing. 
I Feel: The child selects an 
appropriate Feelings Buddy, names 
the emotion, and works to help the 
Buddy regulate his emotion. The 
child develops positive self-talk. 
I Choose: The child chooses a strategy to make himself 
feel better. 
I Solve: The child identifies some lifelong problem-solving 
skills 

 When you visit your child’s 
SJSD preschool classroom, be 

sure to take check out the 
Feelings Buddies. 





Nuts & Bolts


What to wear & bring to school:

!  Your preschooler should wear casual clothes 

that may get messy with paint or clay. 

!  Send your child to school with a jacket or 
coat if it is chilly. We may go outside (even 
for just a bit) when it is over 20 degrees 
outside. 

!  Shoes should be comfortable and safe. 
Please do not send your child to school in 
flip flops or high heels. 

!  For this year, we are especially concerned 
with safety during Covid-19. Please DO NOT 
send your child to school with a backpack. 
You may send materials in a ziplock bag. Let 
us know if you need one! 

!  Please put your child’s name on hats, 
gloves, coats, and backpacks. 

!  Please do not send a toy to school with your 
child. We do not want a special toy to 
become lost or broken. 

!  Please send an extra set of clothes to school 
to be kept in your preschooler’s cubby. 



Birthday Treats: 
We cannot have birthday parties at school, but 
we want to celebrate your preschooler’s special 
day! Please chat about treats beforehand with 
the teacher. Because of allergy concerns, all 
birthday treats must be commercially packaged 
and labelled. 

Being Safe:

• When you visit your child’s classroom (other 

than P.A.C.T. days), we ask that you stop by the 
office to get a badge. 


• When picking your child up early, you must sign 
him out from the school’s office.


• We will have regularly scheduled safety drills, 
such as fire drills, at preschool.  

• In case of accident or illness, we may call 
home. Please make sure that we have current 
contact information and multiple, current 
emergency contacts.  

Parent. And. Child. Together. (P.A.C.T.):

Your child’s teacher will create a 
Family Involvement Plan to 
engage your family in preschool 
learning on a regular basis. 
Because of Covid-19 concerns, 
PACT activities may be virtual for 
at least part of the year. 



Parents As Teachers


Parents are a child's first and 
most inf luential teachers.  
Parents as Teachers helps 
families lay a strong foundation 
for a child's future success in 
school. 

P. A. T. Services:

Personalized home visits can start before a baby is 
born! A certified parent educator, specially trained in 
child development and eager to help families give 
children a great start, provides home visits. The SJSD 
Parents As Teachers program prioritizes children Birth-3 
Years for this service. 

Group meetings with other parents, where families can 
share parenting experiences, gain new insights, and 
talk about topics that interest them. 

Regularly scheduled play groups. 

Periodic screenings to better understand your child’s 
strengths and needs. This is especially important if you 
suspect developmental delays. 

A referral network that helps families find special 
services, if needed, that are beyond the scope of PAT. 

 
For More Information, Contact:


PARENTS AS TEACHERS

671-4300


